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NEW  VYTAUTAS  HALF-GROAT  EXCITES 
LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATISTS 


By  Robert  J.  Douchis  & Eugenijus  Ivanauskas 

A private  collector  from  the  USA  has  obtained  a previously 
unknown  early  Lithuanian  coin.  It  was  obtained  in  2001  from  a 
collector  in  Lithuania  through  a private  sale.  The  collector  revealed  that 
he  had  found  it  in  the  Vilnius  area  in  1992  but  did  not  publicize  its 
existence.  The  discovery  piece  depicts  elements  of  both  King  Jogaila 
and  his  cousin  Vytautas  the  Great.  On  the  obverse  is  found  Jogaila’s 
double  cross  in  a shield  and  on  the  reverse  is  Vytautas’  familiar  sign 
with  the  spear  point  and  cross.  The  spear  point  faces  to  the  right  and  a 
partial  beaded  edge  can  be  discerned.  Also  to  be  noted  is  a “dot”  very 
artistically  placed  below  the  spear  head.  The  dot  is  not  centered  as 
might  appear  during  die  preparation.  The  coin  is  uncleaned  and  has  that 
certain  characteristic  dark  patina  of  the  ages. 

The  coin  is  a nominal  12  mm.  in  diameter  and  weights  0.474  gr. 
The  coin  reminds  us  of  Jogaila’s  half  groats  bearing  the  same  double 
cross  in  the  shield  on  the  obverse  but  either  a knight  or  a fish  on  the 
reverse.  There  is  no  visible  trace  of  an  inscription  or  legend  on  the 
periphery  of  the  new  find.  Jogaila’s  earlier  half  groat  coins  bear 
Cyrillic  inscriptions.  Either  “Duke  Jogaila”  or  the  more  common 
“Duke’s  sign”  or  mark.  These  coins  have  the  larger  flan  before 
devaluation  took  place.  His  later  coins  have  the  same  size  central  design 
elements  but  there  is  no  longer  room  for  the  legends.  The  discovery 
coin  does  not  have  any  visible  legends  either.  We  cannot  conclusively 
say  that  none  were  intended  on  this  coin.  However,  it  is  quite  unlikely. 
The  obverse  of  the  discovery  half-groat  is  struck  somewhat  to  the  left. 
No  trace  of  inscriptions  are  visible.  If  there  were  inscriptions  outside 
this  periphery  the  coin  would  have  to  be  substantially  larger  in  diameter 
than  the  present  example.  The  owner  of  this  coin  has  examples  of  both 
size  Jogaila  coins  in  his  collection  and  reports  that  the  flan  is  about  the 
same  size  as  the  Jogaila  half-groat  without  legends. 

What  we  have  here  is  unquestionably  a silver  half-groat  of 
Vytautas.  The  coin  design  signifies  that  it  was  probably  struck  for  only 
a short  time.  Perhaps,  even  for  only  a few  months  after  the  August 
1392  Astravas  Treaty  signing  when  Jogaila  appointed  Vytautas  viceroy 
in  Lithuania.  Shortly  after  that,  maybe  in  1393,  Vytautas  became 
stronger  as  ruler  of  all  Lithuania  and  decided  to  strike  the  title  of 


OBVERSE 


REVERSE 

Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  in  his 
correspondence  until  1395  and  in  his 
relations  with  Jogaila  even  later  than 
that.  The  historical  significance  of 
this  coin  is  invaluable.  It  is  a 
heretofore  unknown  tangible  piece 
of  evidence  of  Vytautas’  intention  to 
become  the  (Continued  on  pa^e  2. .-I 


M W 20  1 1 1 1.  NO  I K CONTINUES  UP(JRADIN(;  PROCESS 


I'hc  Hank  i>t  Lithuania  continued  its 
fH»lic\  ot  upijradini;  the  quality  ot  its 
circulating  currency  by  issuing  a new  20  litq 
hankni>te  on  December  17,  2(K)1.  Dated  2(X)1, 
note  features  piK't  Maironis  ( 1862-1932)  on 
the  face,  and  a reconfigured  view  ol  the 
V'ytautas  the  Great  Museum,  the  adjoining 
belfry,  and  State  of  Freedom  in  Kaunas  on  the 
back. 

The  colors  of  the  face  are;  brown, 
violet,  light  brown,  and  blue.  The  back  is 
violet,  yellow,  and  light  blue. 

The  new  note  is  an  upgrade  of  the 
1997-daled  counterpart,  which  will  remain  in 
circulation.  The  new  note  was  printed  by  Orell 
Fu.ssli  Security  Printing,  Ltd.  in  Switzerland. 
Notes  begin  with  serial  No.  AAOOOOOOO,  and 
measure  the  normal  135  x 65  mm.  It  was 
designed  by  artist  Giedrius  Jonaitis. 

This  year  an  upgraded  50  litq  banknote 
will  also  be  issued,  printed  by  the  Swiss 
printing  firm. 

The  security  features  of  the  new  20  litq 
note  are  as  follows: 

1.  Special  paper  of  white  color 
characterized  by  a specific  crackle, 
non-fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light. 

2.  Watermark-Multi-tonal  portrait  of 
.Maironis  visible  when  the  note  is  held  up  to  the 
light. 

3.  A security  thread  with  repeated 
microtext  20  LTL,  lluroescent  under  ultrviolet 
light  in  rainbow  colors. 

4.  Microperforation  (outline  of  a 
number  made  up  of  tinyholes)  of  the 
denomination  numeral  20  visible  when  the  note 
is  held  up  to  the  light.  On  both  sides  of  the 
banknote,  the  microperforated  area  does  not 

(Continued  on  page  5...) 


20  . DVIDES'iMT  LITUW  -'  20 


FEW  NEW  CIRCULATION  DATES 

For  our  readers  who  like  to  collect  Lithuanian  coins 
issued  for  circulation,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  appears  to  be 
“stocked  up”  according  to  demand.  In  the  year  2000,  only 
the  50  centq  and  1 litas  coins  were  issued  into  circulation 
bearing  a date  of  2000.  Note:  Proof  coins  of  every 
denomination  bearing  a date  of  2000  were  contained  in 
special  collector  sets  only. 

In  the  year  2001,  only  the  I litas  and  2 litai  coins 
were  minted  for  circulation  with  that  date.  No  mintage 
figures  for  circulation  coins  have  been  released  by  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania. 

Belatedly,  in  the  year  2001,  only  two 
commemorative  coins  were  issued  (Valancius  and 
Basanavicius),  compared  with  several  in  the  year  2000. 


NEW  VYTAUTAS  COIN 

(Continued  from  page  !...) 
true  sovereign  of  Lithuania.  It 
symbolizes  the  independence  of 
Lithuanian  statehood  as  importantly 
as  the  1385  Act  of  Kreva  which  is 

kept  m Poland’s  Wawel  castle  in 
Kracow 


LEFT;  The  only 
circulation  coins 
with  a 2001  date  are 
the  1 litas 

and  2 htai 
denominations. 


3. 


Feature  of  the  Month,  By  Frank  Passic.  Albion,  Michigan 


LITHUANIAN  FOUNDATION  MEDAL,  1968 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  various  medals  and 
other  numismatic-related  items  that  bear  the  images  of  the 
presidents  of  Lithuania.  In  our  November-December  issue 
we  featured  a contemporary  medal  featuring  Kazys 
Grinius.  This  month  we  are  featuring  a medal  that  has  all 
three  pre-World  War  II  Lithuanian  presidents  on  it.  In  one 
of  our  earliest  issues  of  The  Knight  we  featured  this 
medal,  but  the  photograph  was  extremely  light  so  we 
thought  we’d  bring  it  back  for  some  of  our  newer  readers. 

Back  in  1968  the  Lithuanian  Foundation  in  Chicago 
issued  a .925  silver  medal  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
1918  declaration  of  the  restoration  of  Lithuanian 
independence.  39  mm.  in  size,  3,000  were  minted,  and 
these  were  sold  for  nearly  a decade  afterwards  by  the 
Foundation  until  the  supply  was  gone.  The  designers  were 
A.  Reklaitis  and  A.  Beleska.  The  medals  were  minted  at 
the  Franklin  Mint,  and  were  sold  by  the  Foundation  for  a 
price  of  $12.50.  An  additional  presentation  case  sold  for 
$3.00. 

The  obverse  features  the  three  presidents  of 
Lithuania,  one  of  whom,  Aleksandras  Stulginskis,  was  still 
living  in  Soviet-occuped  Lithuania  at  the  time.  The  legend 
reads  (top)  “PRESIDENTS  OF”  (bottom)  “LITHUANIA.” 
From  left  to  right  appear  the  busts  of  the  three  presidents 
and  their  names  and  birth/death  years  in  this  order:  “A. 
SMETONA  1874-1944,”  “A.  STULGINSKIS  1885-”  and 
K.  GRINIUS  1866-1950.” 

The  reverse  features  the  Vytis  emblem  in  the 
center,  and  the  surrounding  text,  “50th  ANNIVERSARY 
OF  THE  DECLARATION  OF  LITHUANIA 
RESTORATION.  1918-1968.  KINGDOM  1251-1795.” 
On  each  side  of  the  word  “LITHUANIA”  appears  the 
Columns  of  Gediminas  emblem. 

This  medal  was  part  of  a 3 -medal  set  issued  in 
1968  by  the  Foundation.  The  obverse  of  the  first  featured 
Lithuanian  King  Mindaugas.  The  second  medal  obverse 
honored  Grand  Duke  Vytautas  the  Great.  The  reverse  side 
is  the  same  on  all  three,  as  described  on  this 
three-presidents  medal.  Of  all  three,  the  Vytautas  medal 
was  the  most  popular  and  sold  out  first.  The  Mindaugas 
medal  was  the  second-best  seller,  while  it  took  10  years 
for  the  Foundation  to  sell  out  of  the  three-presidents 
medal. 

Many  old-time  Lithuanian  collectors  and  former 
Displaced  Persons  after  World  War  II  purchased  these  at 
the  time  as  a momento  about  their  homeland.  These  have 


gone  by,  and  few  have  entered  the 
numismatic  market.  This  author  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  seen  them  offered  at  public  coin 
shows. 

If  some  of  our  long-time  LNA 
members  have  any  of  these  in  their 
collection,  perhaps  you  might  like  to  offer 
them  for  sale  to  our  newer  collectors  in  a 
free  WANT/FOR  SALE  ad  on  pg.  10  in 
The  Knightl 


since  been  passed  down  in  family  estates  as  the  years  have 


4. 


LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATICS  ON  THE  INTERNET 


national  Mist 

Slowly  but  surely  there  have 
been  a number  of  internet  sites  in 
recent  years  that  deal  with  the 
subject  of  Lithuanian  numismatics  in 
one  way  or  another.  The  most 
official  ones  are  posted  by  museums 
and  institutions,  but  private 
individuals  also  have  used 
Lithuanian  money,  particularly 
banknotes,  as  a means  of  furthering 
the  knowlege  of  Lithuanian  history. 

Whenever  you  reach  one  of 
these  sites,  be  sure  and  post  a reply 
mentioning  the  existence  of  our 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association, 
our  publication  The  Knight,  and  that 
we  are  always  looking  for  new 
members.  If  you  find  a particular 
site  dealing  with  Lithuanian 
numismatics,  let  this  editor  know  at 
my  e-mail  address; 

albionfp@hotmail.com. 

This  month  we  are  featuring 
the  web  site  of  the  National 
Museum  of  Lithuania,  Numismatics 
Department.  The  address  is: 
http://www.lnm.lt/eng/numismatic.ht 
m.  Their  e-mail  address  is: 
muziejus@lmn.lt. 

When  you  reach  the  site 
you’ll  get  a brief  synopsis  of  the 
Museum’s  collection.  Many  sites 
give  you  a choice  of  Lithuanian, 
German,  or  English  which  is 
helpful.  Sometimes  the  original  uses 
Lithuanian  accented  letters  (i.e.  c,  s, 
e,  etc.)  and  because  of  the  computer 
character  map  code  it  doesn’t 
translate  into  our  “times  New 
Roman”  U.S.  font  and  so  you’ll  get 
some  very  odd  letters  or  characters 
in  place  of  the  Lithuanian  letters. 
Don’t  let  that  bother  you. 

Reproduced  on  the  right  is 
the  numismatic  web  page  of  the 
Lithuanian  National  Museum 


L'  M OF  LITHUANIA:  N IM  I S M A T 1 C S D E P A R T VI  E N T 


By  January  1,  1999,  in  the  depositories  of  the  Numismatics  Department  145099 
exhibits  were  present;  90521  units  of  numismatics,  28579  units  of  medals  and 
phaleristics,  24968  units  of  bonistics,  484  jetons,  172  lead  seals,  375  designs  of 
bank  notes  and  coins,  models  of  coins. 

The  Numismatics  Department’s  collection  of  coins  (divided  into  3 groups: 
single  coins  and  coins  collections,  coins  from  the  identified  locations  of  origin, 

hoards)  consists  of  90521  units.  The  percentage  of  Polish  coins  from  the  11*^  — 
20^  c.  is  22%  , that  of  the  Russian  ones  from  the  15*^  — 20*^^  c.  — 18,5%  , 
Lithuanian  of  the  14*^  — 20*^  c.—  14,8%  , German  of  the  12’’*^  — 20*'^  c.  — 11% 
and  the  Swedish  17*  c.  coins,  minted  for  occupied  Baltic  countries  9%  . 


: - ^ 4 ' :■* 

. Jr' 

/ ' 


In  the  year  1997,  from  a set  of  collections  and  single  coins  there 
iwas  separated  a fund  of  coins  from  the  identified  location  of 
origin  - 2993  units.  In  it  there  are  concentrated  the  coins,  found 
during  archaeological  excavations  in  Lithuania,  also  single  and 
stray  coin-finds.  The  main  part  is  formed  by  the  coins  from 
archaeological  researches  of  the  Principals’  palace  in  Vilnius  (over  900  units).  In 

the  fund  there  are  also  stored  rare  14  — 15  c.  Lithuanian  coins. 

In  the  Department  there  are  accumulated  100  complete  and 

partial  hoards  (50579  coins).  The  oldest  one  is  the  3*  c.  Roman 
.bronze  coin  hoard  from  Saulazoliai  (Klaip4da  district).  In  the 

fund  there  are  three  14*  — 15*  c.  hoards  with  Lithuanian  silver 
bars,  two  - 17  and  19  - hoards  of  golden  coins,  two  largest  found  in 


Lithuania  hoards  of  Prague  groats.  The  hidden  17*  - 18'’"  c.  hoards  make  up 

the  majority  (58  units).  The  largest  (3422  units)  — the  17*  c.  Mateliai  (TvIol4tai 
region)  hoard. 

The  collection  of  decorations,  medals  and  badges  is  made  up  of 

the  16*  - 20*  c.  Lithuanian,  Polish,  Russian,  German  and  other 
medals  and  phaleristics.  The  oldest  Lithuanistic  medals  date  back 

to  the  16*  c.,  the  oldest  badge  with  a Lithuanian  legend  - to  the 
year  1827.  The  most  valuable  medals  are  from  the  collection  of 

E.  Laucevicius.  There  are  also  collected  systematically  the  20*  c.  Lithuanistic 
medals  and  medals,  illustrating  the  history  of  numismatics.  In  the  fund  there  are 
stored  the  collections  of  1918  - 1940  period  Lithuanian  decorations  and  badges, 
collection  of  Soviet  phaleristics. 

th  th 

In  the  bonistics  fund  there  are  the  end  of  the  18  - 20  c. 

[ ji,  Lithuanian.  Polish,  Russian,  German  and  other  paper  money, 

J I securities,  lottery  tickets,  revenue  stamps,  food  cards,  insurance 
policies,  etc.  The  most  valuable  exhibits  are:  treasury  notes  of  the 
year  1794  insurrection,  collection  of  Lithuanian  bonistics  from  the  2—4  decade 

of  the  20*  c.,  collection  of  revenue  stamp  from  the  first-half  of  the  20  c. 

(1460  units).  Also  there  are  collected  designs,  models,  test-impnnts,  specimens 


ith 


of  bank  notes  and  coins  of  litas  and  cents  trom  the  end  ol  the  20 


c. 


5. 


'Fhe  collection  of  jetons  was  formed  in  1983.  In  it  there  are  the 
th  th 

15  — 20  c.  counters,  tokens,  phone  cards,  etc.  from  different 

‘Countries:  rare  16*^  c.  counter  jetons  from  Vilnius  (6  units)  and 
th  th 

15  —19  c.  jetons  (over  100  units)  from  Nuremberg  mint. 


Lithuanian,  the  17*^  — 18*^  c 


From  1992  there  is  collected  the  fund  of  lead  seals.  It  consists  of 

the  15  — 20*^  c.  lead  seals  from  various  European  countries, 

found  during  the  archaeological  researches  in  the  city  of  Vilnius, 
the  Lower  Castle,  single  finds  from  different  locations  in 

Lithuania.  The  largest  part  are  the  19^  c.  Russian  , the  20*^  c. 

Prussian  lead  cloth  and  customs  seals. 


The  newest  materials  are  regularly  received  from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  the 
Lithuanian  Mint,  The  Lithuanian  President’s  Office. 

There  is  no  permanent  exposition  of  numismatics  and  phaleristics,  temporary 
specialized  exhibitions  are  held.  The  materials  from  numismatics  collections  are 
published  in  scientific  and  periodic  press.  The  publishing  of  a continuing  edition 
“Numismatics”  was  started  by  the  National  Museum  of  Lithuania. 


NEW  20  LITIJ  BANKNOTE 


(Continued  from  page  2...) 

contain  punched  out  paper  fragments  that  could  be  distinguished  by  touch. 

5.  See-through  feature,  an  image  of  a book  and  a stylus,  front  to 
back  in  perfect  register. 

6.  The  recognition  sign  for  the  blind— two  isosceles  triangles. 

7.  On  the  front,  raised  intaglio  printing  of  the  portrait,  ornamental 
bands,  inscriptions  and  denomination  numerals  provides  a tactile  surface 
easily  distinguished  by  touch. 

8.  Laten  image  (denomination  numeral  20)  on  the  right  side  of  the 
top  ornamental  band  visible  when  the  note  is  tilted  towards  the  light  at  the 
acute  angle. 

9.  White  lines  on  intaglio  printed  inscriptions  LEETUVOS 
BANKAS,  DVIDESIMT  LITIJ  and  denomination  numerals. 

10.  A repeated  microtext  20  LTL  on  both  sides  of  the  portrait. 

11.  A repeated  microtext  LIETUVOS  BANKAS:  above  the  bottom 
ornamental  band  on  the  front  and  on  the  vertical  edges  of  the  fine  line 
structure  on  the  back. 

12.  Elements  (front  and  back)  intended  for  the  anti-color  copier 
protection:  multicolored  top  and  bottom  edges  of  the  banknote,  security 
line  structure,  specific  fine  line  patterns. 

13.  Invisible  fibres  embedded  in  the  paper  fluorescent  under 
ultraviolet  light  in  blue,  green  and  red. 


LITAS  NOW  TIED 
TO  EURO 

The  litas  has  now  been 
officially  tied  to  the  Euro  dollar,  as 
of  February,  2002.  The  official 
fixed  exchange  rate  is  3.4528  litai  = 
one  Euro.  The  litas  was  formerly 
tied  to  the  U.S.  dollar  at  a rate  of  4 
litai  = 1 U.S.  dollar. 

FOILED  BY  THE  LITHUANIAN 
TAX  POLICE 
(Draugas,  February  4,  1999,  pg.  1) 

Translated  by  A1  Radzius 
On  the  night  of  January  30,  1999,  a 
truck  bound  for  the  abroad  was  stopped 
near  Marijampole  in  which  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  coins  and  banknotes.  Two 
residents  of  Vilnius  were  taking  the 
numismatic  items  to  the  German  port  of 
Hamburg,  from  there  they  were  to  be  taken 
to  the  U.S.  The  tax  police  of  the 
Marijampole  district  said  that  in  cardboard 
boxes  there  were  5.9  tons  of  Lithuanian, 
Belorussian,  Russian,  and  Uzbekistanian 
coins.  Gintaras  Ziaunys,  owner  of  the  coins 
and  the  person  transpoting  the  load  said 
that  the  coins  were  meant  for  foreign 
collectors  and  that  he  bought  the  coins 
from  currency  exchange  offices  in  Latvia, 
Belorussia,  Russia  and  Uzbekistan. 

The  tax  police  searched  the  suspects 
home  and  found  coins  from  many 
countries  in  closets,  boxes,  and  storerooms. 
There  were  found  Lithuanian,  Latvian, 
Estonian,  Russian,  Kazakstanian  and 
Uzbekistanian  coins  and  banknotes.  Also 
found  were  commemorative  coins  and 
other  numismatic  items.  Gintaras  Ziaunys 
is  not  registered  as  a business  and  he  does 
not  have  a license  to  take  coins  abroad. 
Police  have  documentation  that  coins  had 
previously  been  shipped  by  air. 

14.  The  outline  of  the  brown 
numeral  20  fluorescent  in  greenish 
yellow  under  ultraviolet  light. 

15.  The  vertical  serial 
number  fluorescent  under  ultrviolet 
light  in  green. 

16.  Three  numerals  20 
printed  in  invisible  inks  on  the  front 
fluorescent  in  yellowish  under 
ultraviolet  light. 


I II  HI  AN  I AN 
6.  MMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 

By 

Jonas  K.  Karys 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


VARK.  An  Ethiopian  (Absynnian)  gold  coin.  Also  3,  5,  and  0.5  varks.  All  these  coins  were  struck  in  silver  by 
Emperor  Manelik  II  and  other  rulers  after  him  (0.5  taler  and  less)  by  dies.  They  were  not  considered  regular  coins  by  as  a 
means  of  imperial  gifts.  The  Ethiopian  monetary  unit  is  the  taler,  consisting  of  100  cents. 


VASKAS/Wax.  A 40th  part  of  the  ancient  Lithuanian  weight  unit,  “stone.”  In  the  metric  system,  about  375  grams. 

VERTYBINIAI  ^NKLAI/Govemment  Securities.  All  government  issues,  or  of  their  subsidiary  units,  printed, 
struck,  sealed  documents,  notes,  coins,  tokens,  stamp  duties,  consular  and  postal  stamps,  obligations,  blanket  bills  of 
exchange,  revenue  duty  label  and  other  similar  items.  Production  of  government  securities  is  done  by  various  separate 
institutions  and  concerns  (printing  offices,  mints,  and  their  special  subdivisions),  and  supervision  of  this  production  and  its 
accountability  is  the  perogative  of  officials  attached  to  the  administration.  In  independent  Lithuania,  documentary  government 
securities  were  controlled  by  the  Board  of  Production  (a  special  section  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance),  housed  in  the 
SPINDULYS  Printing  Office,  in  Kaunas.  The  last  head,  from  1935  together  with  his  position  of  head  of  the  Coin  Mint 
established  there  in  1936,  was  the  author  of  this  book. 


VE^IM AS/CHARIOTS  in  numismatics.  War  chariots  are  often  depicted  on  ancient  coins.  There  are  chariots  pulled 
by  a single  horse,  but  generally  there  is  a pair,  three  or  four  horses  pulling.  In  most  cases  there  are  two  or  more  horses  (and 
sometimes  other  beasts)  harnessed  as  well.  The  Romans  called  a chariot  with  two  beasts  harnessed  a BIGA,  those  with  three  a 
TRIGA,  and  those  with  four  a QUADRIGA. 


Vezimas:  1,  Attikos  tetradrachmoje  (V-IV  a.  sen.  cros)  jkinkytas  vienas 
mulas;  2,  quadriga  kaircn  Sirakuzu  IV  a.  sen.  eros  monctoje;  3,  biga;  4. 
dvicju  ozii}  biga;  5,  quadriga  desinen.  Pastaricji  trys  vezimai  atvaizduoti 
romenu  denaruose.  Graiku  triga  — zr.  Dckadrachma. 

VELIAVA/Rag.  A piece  of  cloth  of  specific  colors  and  shape  which  is  attached  to  a staff  and  is  displayed  or  carried 
as  an  emblem  by  an  organization,  nation  or  state.  See  PendantA^eliavele. 

VELIAVELE/Pendant.  A piece  of  cloth  or  paper  attached  to  a staff  or  a line  to  signify  an  important  individual, 
leader,  segment  of  an  organization  or  to  send  an  agreed  upon  signal  thereby  ask  a question  or  give  a reply  at  a distance,  or 
individually  or  as  a group  to  decorate  something.  See  Veliava/Flag. 


VIENOS  PFENIGAI/Vienna’s  Pfenigs.  The  smallest  Austrian  coins  (denier,  pfennig),  widely  circulated  in  southern 
European  countries  from  the  12th  to  the  middle  of  the  15th  centuries.  The  majority  of  Vienna’s  pfennigs  were  struck  by  the 
old  blacksmith  method.  A poor  type  of  metal  was  used  in  their  manufacture.  They  were  superceded  in  circulation  by  Tyrol  s 
kreitzers  with  a content  of  4 pfennigs. 

VIENVEIDE/Uniface  Coin.  A coin  or  medal  having  a design  or  legend,  etc,,  only  on  one  side,  the  other  being 

vacant. 

VIGO  MONETOS/Vigo  Coins.  Coins  issued  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  to  celebrate  and  honor  the  famous 
expedition  of  Admiral  George  Rooke,  when  he,  together  with  the  Dutch  assisting,  in  1702  defeated  the  Spanish  fleet  in  Vigo 
harbor.  There  the  English  found  and  seized  large  hoards  of  precious  metal  in  the  captured  vessels  and  galleries,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  brought  back  from  South  America.  A portion  of  this  seizme  was  used  in  1802-1706  to  strike  Vigo  Coins, 
upon  which  the  name  “Vigo"  was  inscribed,  giving  at  that  time  the  Engli.sh  cause  for  national  gratification. 


VIKARIATO  TALERIAWicariate  Talers.  Large  silver  coins  struck  during  the  perod  of  interegnum  of  the  Holy 
Roman-Germanic  Empire,  by  the  vicars  or  representatives  of  the  Kaiser,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Saxony  for  north  Germany,  and  ^ 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Pfalz  (the  Palatinate)  for  south  Germany.  These  vicariate  talers  were  in  circulation  over  a hundred  years 
(1612-1741).  They  were  inscribed  with  the  word  “vicarius,”  or  even  other  symbols  appropriate  to  the  cause. 

VILHELMSDORAS/Wilhelmsdor.  1.  A gold  coin  of  Prussia,  double  pistolas,  introduced  by  Wilhelm  I,  in  1737.  This 
substantial  coin  contained  12.245  gr.  of  pure  gold.  2.  Other  gold  coins  were  termed  and  called  Wilhemsdors,  for  example: 
Pistolas  of  Wilhelm,  Count  of  Braunsveig,  Wilhelm  II  of  Hesse,  and  Fridrich  Wilhelm  XIX.  In  the  19th  and  2()th  centuries, 
Holland’s  “tientje”  was  a 10th  gold  gulden. 

VILNIAUS  KALYKLAA^ilnius  Mint.  The  official  institution  and  office  for  the  production  of  coins  in  the  Grand 
Duchy’s  capital,  where  coins  were  struck  for  the  Grand  Dukes  and  the  state.  It  operated  with  longer  or  shorter  disruptions  for 
about  300  years,  from  the  reigns  of  Algirdas  to  Casimir,  inclusive.  The  very  start  goes  back  to  the  6th  decade  of  the  14th 
century,  when  Grand  Duke  Algirdas  in  Vilnius  (and  Kestutis  at  Trakai)  began  to  strike  the  first  modem,  bifaced  coins  in 
Lithuania.  At  first,  it  was  just  a small  “blacksmithy”  near  the  ruler’s  castle.  Its  coins  were  prepared  by  the  ordinary  smithy 
method:  a silver  planchet  cut  from  an  ingot  was  placed  on  an  anvil  upon  which  was  fixed  the  obverse  die  of  the  coin.  On  the 
planchet  was  placed  the  reverse  die  held  firmly  by  tongs.  A swift  strike  by  a hammer  and,  a coin  drops  out.  The  top  mechanic 
in  that  smithy  was  the  moneyer  skilled  in  engraving  the  dies,  whose  most  necessary,  instruments  were  tools  for  engraving,  a 
mallet  and  appropriate  punches.  Judging  from  surviving  coins,  Algirdas’  “smithy”  and  its  personnel  in  Vilnius,  were  utilized 
first  by  Jogaila,  then  by  Vytautas.  We  speculate  that  in  their  coins  we  find  traces  of  work  performed  by  eastern  (that  is,  local) 
“craftsmen,”  clearly  distinct  form  engravers  trained  in  the  west,  producing  dies  and  striking  denars  for  Kestutis  at  Trakai,  or 
the  early  coins  of  Vytautas  at  Lutsk.  With  the  death  of  Vytautas,  the  Vilnius  Mint  ceased  operations.  A new  and  obviously  a 
larger  plant  was  established  by  the  Grand  Duke  Alexander.  Here,  through  15  and  more  years,  he  struck  is  “small  change” 
(denars)  from  1430  to  1506,  and  his  half-denars  in  the  sum  of  several  millian  grasiai.  The  speed  of  production  and  the 
appearance  of  the  half-grasiai  testifies  to  the  improvement  of  the  Vilnius  Mint.  Alexander  supervised  it  very  carefully.  He 
selected  the  Mint’s  directors  from  among  the  leading  boyars  (e.g.,  from  1495  to  1499,  it  operated  under  Marshall 
Chreptavicius.  Later,  until  1506,  under  Prince  M.  Glinskis).  Minters  were  recruited  from  the  west,  but  the  trade  and  art  was 
quickly  learned  by  local  youths.  The  progressive  improvement  of  the  coins  attests  to  the  advancement  of  the  Vilnius  Mint.  All 
the  inscriptions  on  the  coins,  beginning  with  those  of  Alexander,  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  were  written  in  the  Latin  script  and 
language.  After  the  death  of  Alexander  in  1506,  the  Vilnius  Mint  stopped  operations  for  a couple  of  years.  Later,  Sigismund 
the  Elder  had  his  coins  struck  there:  the  half-grasiai  from  1508-29,  and  the  grasiai  from  1535-36.  On  the  half-grasiai  of 
1508-1509  for  the  first  time  in  history,  the  date  of  production  of  a coin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  appeared.  The  intentions  of  the 
Poles  to  unify  Poland’s  coinage  with  those  of  the  Grand  Duchy  were  the  reasons  why  the  Vilnius  Mint  did  not  operate  from 
1530-34,  and  with  the  issuance  of  the  grasiai,  it  stopped  production  entirely.  Sigismund  August  again  reopened  it  in  1545, 
having  purchased  for  it  a separate  building  on  German  Street  (leading  from  the  City  Hall  on  the  old  Braun  Vilnius  plat,  next 
to  a large  stone  house  on  Germany  Street,  to  the  right,  where  a sign  was  placed  “Die  Muwz.”  That  was  about  Number  31; 
“Muwz”— Coin  Mint).  He  added  specialists  from  the  Cracow  Mint,  and  expended  about  53,000  grasiai  on  new  and  improved 
techinical  equipment.  There,  Sigismund  August  struck  many  coins  of  various  denominations,  in  the  now  substantial  Vilnius 
Mint. 

Instead  of  the  policy  followed  by  the  old  Mint’s  administrators  at  its  beginning,  Sigismund  the  Elder  attempted  to 
adminster  it  commercially:  he  rented  the  Mint  to  a private  person  for  an  agreed  figure,  to  strike  the  coins  locally.  The  first 
lessee  of  the  Vilnius  Mint  was  a wealthy  exile  from  Kiev,  the  Jew,  baptised  as  an  Orthodox  Christian,  John  Abraham 
Jesofovicius.  In  addition  to  the  lessees,  there  were  employed  in  the  Mint  trustworthy  officials,  in  positions  of  technical 
supervisors,  e.g.  Ulrich  Hozijus  of  Cracow,  mentioned  in  one  of  Sigismund  the  Elder’s  letter  in  1514,  as  “Magister 
monetarious  Magni  Ducatus  Lituaniae,”  meaning  the  head  minter.  And  also  with  special  rights  since  he  submitted  Mint 
accounts  to  his  ruler.  Surviving  statements  and  accounts  indicated  that  the  first  lessee  of  the  Vilnius  Mint  garnered  a sizeable 
amount.  For  example,  in  1508-09  alone,  there  were  struck  5,379,8{X)  coins:  half-grasiai,  of  which  only  720,000  accrued  to  the 
treasury  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  and  the  remainder,  over  4,5(X),000  half-grasiai,  or  2,330,0(X)  grasiai  was  expended  for  the 
purchase  of  silver,  operation  of  the  Mint,  and  profit  to  the  lessee.  Available  data  indicates  that  the  silver  for  striking  the 
half-grasiai  cost  about  1.4  million  grasiai,  so  that  all  other  expenses,  together  with  the  lessee’s  profit,  reachd  about  930,000 
grasiai. 

At  about  that  time,  the  cost  of  sheep  reached  4 to  5 grasiai,  a goose  about  2 grasiai,  and  a man  was  paid  for  a long 
day’s  work  with  a dray  horse  a mere  VA  grasiai,  so  the  entire  cost  of  the  Mint’s  administration  would  not  have  exceeded 
430,000  grasiai.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  for  the  one  year  and  a small  fraction,  the  lessee  garnered  over  a half  million 
grasiai.  The  son  of  Sigismund  the  Elder,  Sigismund  August,  turned  back  to  government  administration,  and  converted  the 
Vilnius  Mint  to  a certain  type  of  “closed  shop.”  In  its  list  of  personnel,  in  addition  to  supervisory  officials,  specialists, 
minters,  there  was  a young  man,  a cook,  a blacksmith,  a coal  shoveler,  and  several  handymen. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint  was  the  Treasurer,  J.  Liutomirskis.  Dissatisfied  with  the  results,  Sigismund  August  again 
rented  it  out  after  ten  years,  this  time  to  a group  of  Jews  under  the  supervision  of  a courtier,  Gabriel  Tarla.  Regretfuly,  this 

(Continued  next  issue...) 
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On  the  anchor  currency  and  the  official  exchange  rate  of  the  litas 

The  Board  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  in  co-ordination  with  the  Government  of  the  Republic 
of  Lithuania,  has  established  that  as  of  2 February  2002  the  euro  shall  be  the  anchor 
currency  of  the  litas,  and  the  official  exchange  rate  of  the  litas  shall  be  LTL  3.4528  for  EUR 
1. 

The  new  official  fixed  exchange  rate  of  the  litas  against  the  euro  has  been  established  by 
multiplying  0.8632,  the  reference  rate  of  the  US  dollar  and  the  euro  as  announced  on  1 
February  2002  by  the  European  Central  Bank,  by  4 (the  current  exchange  rate  of  the  litas 
against  the  US  dollar). 

The  above  decision  on  pegging  the  litas  to  the  euro  has  been  adopted  on  the  grounds  that  the 
Lithuanian  economy  has  become  increasingly  integrated  with  the  economies  of  the 
European  Union  Member  States  and  candidate  countries.  With  the  development  of  the 
relevant  foreign  trade  and  investment  structure,  the  new  litas  exchange  rate  fixed  against  the 
euro  will  reduce  the  movements  of  the  litas  exchange  rate  against  the  currencies  of  the 
major  trading  partners  and  will  serve  as  a firm  basis  for  stable  long-term  economic  growth. 

The  litas  peg  to  the  euro  is  an  important  step  in  the  context  of  integration  to  the  European 
Union  in  terms  of  economic  and  monetary  policies. 


UNUSUAL  LITHUANIAN 
TRANSPORTATION  TOKEN 
SOLD  ON  E-BAY 

Last  November  on  the  e-bay  internet  auction  site 
there  was  an  unusual  Lithuanian-related  token  offer  for 
auction  at  a minimum  bid  of  $35.00.  It  is  a pre-World  War 
I Czarist-era  Lithuanian  Kaunas  Horse  Tramway  Token! 
This  brass  piece  measures  28  mm.  in  diameter  and  carries 
the  numeral  “2”  in  the  center.  The  top  legend  contains  4 
Cyrillic  letters:  “KKZD,”  which  stands  for  “Kovenskaja 
Konnaja  Zelenaja  Dorogo,”  or  “Kaunas  Horse  Tram 
Way.”  The  token  is  uniface. 

We  didn’t  follow  the  results  of  the  auction  as  to 
what  price  this  unusual  piece  went  for,  but  perhaps  one  of 
our  LNA  members  might  have  purchased  it?  Illustrated  on 
the  right  is  the  photograph  that  appeared  on  e-bay. 

This  is  a “new”  field  of  research  for  Lithuanian 
collectors.  Would  anyone  like  to  research  the  history  of 
rail  streetcar  transportation  in  Kaunas  that  used  these 
tokens? 


i 
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BALZEKAS  MUSEUM  OF 
LITHUANIAN  CULTURE 
6500  S.  PULASKI  ROAD 

CHICAGO,  IL  60629  (773)  582-6500. 

E-mail:  giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.org 


NEW  BOOK!!  “Uz  Nuopelnus  Lietuvai”  (For 
Merits  to  Lithuania)  by  Vilius  Kavaliauskas.  Color,  505 
pages.  The  definitive  work  on  Lithuanian  20th  century 
military  orders,  medals,  and  decorations.  In  Lithuanian  and 
English,  highly  illustrated.  $90  plus  $10  p & h (these  are 
very  thick  and  heavy!).  2 left. 

OUT  OF  PRINT  CLASSIC; 


Nepriklausomos  Lietuvos  Pinigai  (Independent  Lithuanian 
Money)  by  Jonas  K.  Karys  (1953),  director  of  the 
Lithuanian  Mint  1936-1939.  We  found  our  1 remaining 
copy  in  the  backroom  when  remodeling  the  gift  shop.  A 
MUST  for  any  Lithuanian  numismatic  collector.  In 
Lithuanian,  but  our  LNA  translated  this  whole  book  20 


years  ago.  $35.00.  CALL  to  reserve  this  one. 


“Cyclopedia  of  Lithuanian  Numismatics”  by  Dr. 
Aleksandras  Rackus  (1965).  A survey  of  Lithuanian 
archaeological  mounds  containing  various  items  including 
numismatic  items,  plus  a survey  of  early  Lithuanian  and 
other  numismatic  history.  We  found  some  of  these,  too 
while  moving  the  gift  shop.  Hard-cover,  344  pages, 
bi-lingual.  Out-of-print,  just  a few  left. 


10  Litas  coin  issued  in 
1999  for  the  program  “The 
Smallest  Gold  Coins  of  the 
World.  History  of  Gold”. 
Designed  by  Giedrius 
Paulauskis. 

$95 


10  Litas  coin  issued  in 
1993  to  commemorate  the 
visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II 
to  Lithuania.  Designed  by 
Petras  Garska. 

$100 


Lithuania  in 
Medals,  16th  - early 

20th  centuries 

Contains  portraits  of  sovereigns 
and  knights  medals  dedicated  to 
various  societies  church  medals 
and  much  more.  Published  by 
VAGA.  Lithuania,  1998. 

"21  pages. 

S65 


Lithuanian  Coin 

Set  2000 

5 Litai,  2 Litai,  1 Litas, 
50  centu,  20  centu,  10 
centu 

COLLECTOR’S  ITEM 

only  $25 


Coins  of  Lithuania 

1386-1707 

By  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas  and 
Robert  J.  Douchis.  Published 
by  Savastis,  Vilnius- 
Columbia,  1999. 

In  English.  27 1 pages. 

$47.50 


Lithuanian 
Traditional  Foods 

Recipes  of  the  most  popular 
Lithuanian  meals  for  festive 
occasions,  and  for  everyday. 
In  English.  109  pages,  with 
color  photographs. 

$23.99 


VV  ANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  It’s  hard  to  realize  that  Lithuania’s  first  pre-WWII 
litas  and  centas  banknotes  are  80  years  old  this  year!  These  are  the 
historic  “temporary”  banknotes  printed  by  Otto  Eisner  printers  in  Berlin, 
Germany,  and  dated  September  10,  1922.  These  were  released  into 
circulation  for  the  first  time  on  Monday,  October  2,  1922. 

1 have  a complete  set  of  the  centas  notes  (illustrated  at  right), 
which  would  make  a great  addition  to  a beginning  or  growing  Lithuanian 
numismatic  collection,  in  the  following  conditions  and  prices:  Pick-1  1 
Centas  UNC  $55,  EF  $50;  P-2  5 Cental  UNC  $55,  EF  $50;  P-3  20  Centu 
EF-AU  $100  {very  scarce  note!!)’,  P-5  50  Centu  VF  $50. 

Illustrated  below  are  two  scarce  “permanent”  notes  dated 
November  16,  1922.  These  are  for  more  serious  collectors.  P-11  20 
Centu  XF-AU  $90;  P-12  1 Litas  nice  VF  $100.  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  E-mail:  albionfp(5)hotmail.com. 

New  to  Lithuanian 
collecting?  I’ve  got 
basic  coins  and 
banknotes  for  sale  to 
start  your  collection! 
E-mail  me  for  my  price 
list: 

albionfp@hotmail.com 


LNA  members:  Let’s 
get  some  ads  here  so  I 
don’t  keep  having  to  fill 
this  page  with  my 
stuff!  What  do  you 
want  for  your 
collection?  What  are 
you  selling? 
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